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ATTACHMENT A

Fred W. Adams
1910- 1990
There arefewpeople,if any, that have had stronger ties to Western Michigan University
than Fred Adams. His association with the institution spanned nine decades. He began
attending the Campus Training School in kindergarten; he attendedCampus State High School,
1924-28;he receivedhis B.A. degree from Western in 1932; he was a loyal and active alumnus for
almost 60 years; and he was a charter member of the University's governing board.
As a member of theWM.U. Board of Trustees for almost 24 years, FredAdams diligently
exercised his duties and steadfastly worked to enhance the institution's educational standards
and to foster a spirit of cooperation between faculty, administration, students, staff, alumni,
fellow trustees and the community. He attended an estimated 210regular monthly meetings of
the Board of Trustees, almost 300 committee meetings and special events, and 60 commencement
exercises.
He was given the University's 1979 Distinguished Alumni Award, and the Michigan
legislature cited him in 1984 as "an exemplary citizen and stalwart advocate of higher education
(who)hasplayedasignificant role inmakingW.M.U.thehighly-regardedinstitution itis today."
Despite his almost total commitment to Western, he still found time to devote to his family, his
church and the Grosse Pointe community.
Although he was not old enough to be called a "founding father," he will always be
remembered as one of Western's greatest supporters who contributed significantly to the
institution's growth and development.

ATTACHMENT B
Western Michigan University
Board of Trustees Meeting
December 21, 1990
Provost's Remarks
A. Bruce Clarke
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Good morning!
Best Wishes for the Holiday Season. Our students are now finishing their exams, and the
University is closing out the semester. But we still have a large number of new and on-going
•activities to report.
•
•
A three-year grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services will fund a
Kalamazoo-based project aimed at training health care teams to meet the critical primary care
needs of Michigan's rural communities. The $700,000 grant has been awarded to Western
Michigan University to fund a three-year project to be carried out in cooperation with the
Michigan State University/Kalamazoo Center for Medical Studies (MSU/KCMS).
The project will unite Kalamazoo's two leading educators of health care professionals for
the first time in an effort to train and place interdisciplinary medical teams in rural areas. The
purpose of the project is to provide basic health care and to encourage team members to
consider permanently locating in such areas. Federal funding for the first year of the project is
$268,412. The project director will be James B. Hammond, director of WMU's Physician
Assistant Program in the School of Community Health Services.
Immediate beneficiaries of the project will be two West Michigan communities that will be
selected to serve as placement sites for the first primary care teams. Existing health service
agencies in Allegan, Barry and Van Buren counties are cooperating with WMU and the
MSU/KCMS to determine team placement sites. The collaborative effort between WMU and the
MSU/KCMS grew out of discussions between Dr. Janet I. Pisaneschi, Dean of WMU's College of
Health and Human Service, and Dr. Kevin Fickenscher, Assistant Dean and President and Chief
Executive Officer of the MSU/KCMS. Prior to coming to WMU, Pisaneschi directed the University
of Kentucky's rural interdisciplinary health team program. Fickenscher is a nationally recognized
expert on rural health issues.
•
•
•
In an age of "back to basics" education, Western Michigan University researchers say one
of the reasons many students do not succeed academically is because they lack necessary
physical development skills that are enhanced by "frills" such as physical education.
According to Dr. Billye A. Cheatum, Professor of Health, Physical Education and
Recreation, many students in their early years of school are simply not ready for academics
because of physical development lags that may have left them unable to master such basic
academic readiness skills as telling left from right.
A one-year, $100,000 grant from the Michigan Department of Education will fund efforts
by Cheatum and a team of WMU researchers aimed at designing a model project of physical
education activities to correct those developmental shortcomings and prevent "at risk" children
from becoming part of the state's largest childhood handicap group -- the learning disabled.
The project is under the direction of Cheatum, a long-time researcher in the area of
adapted physical education -- physical education targeted at students with special needs such
as the handicapped. Last summer, Cheatum described her research in this area in a paper
delivered at the Seventh International Symposium of Adapted Physical Activity in Berlin,
Germany.
•
•
•
Dr. Constance S. Weaver, Professor of English and proponent of the "whole language"
approach, has written a new book that addresses the concern that this reform movement is being
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misunderstood and misapplied. "Understanding Whole Language: From Principles to Practice"
strives to help educators and school administrators understand the principles underlying the
"whole language" philosophy that will lead to a more knowledgeable implementation in the
classroom.
The 336-page paperback text was published by Heinemann Educational Publishers of
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and Irwin Publishing of Toronto, Canada.
*
*
*
Dr. Christopher J. Schmidt, Professor of Geology, recently was elected to Fellowship in
the Geological Society of America for his significant contributions to the science of geology. A
WMU faculty member since 1978, he is a nationally known authority on the structure and origin
of the Rocky Mountains. He was elected for Fellowship based on his years of experience in the
field and on his record of research and publication.
Schmidt has written more than 30 articles on various aspects of Rocky Mountain geology
and currently is co-editing his second major book of articles on the subject. He also is working
with Dr. Ronald B. Chase, WMU professor of geology, on a project supported by a National
Science Foundation grant to study the mechanics of certain fold structures exposed throughout
the Rockies from New Mexico to Montana. In addition, he has begun a project to study how
large igneous intrusions in Montana were controlled by active faulting.
*
*
*
Dr. Bernadine P. Branchaw, Professor of Business Information Systems and currently
second vice president of The Association of Business Communication, received the 1990 ABC
Outstanding Teaching Award at the presidential banquet last month at the association's 55th
annual convention in San Antonio, Texas. In addition to receiving a certificate, Dr. Branchaw
received a $500 check, which was turned over to the Branchaw Scholarship that she has
established at WMU.
•
*
*
Dr. Susan Ponchillia, Associate Professor of Blind Rehabilitation, has been chosen by the
U.S. Association for Blind Athletes (USABA) to coach the elite Women's Goal Ball Team at the
1991 Can-Am Games scheduled to be held in the Skydome in Toronto, Canada, June 16-30.
Athletes from eight countries will participate.
Goal ball is a vigorous, competitive sport played throughout the world by visually impaired
persons who use an audible ball. She has coached men's and women's goal ball teams for
approximately eight years and has been an avid supporter of the Kalamazoo Lakers and Bronco
teams. She most recently served as coach for the Kalamazoo-based women's team which took
a bronze medal at the 1990 USABA National Tournament in Colorado Springs.
Three Michigan visually impaired women goal ball players from the team that ranked third
in the nation have been selected to represent the United States on one of the three U.S. teams
expected to attend the Canada games. Vicki Polley, Sherry Anderson, and Lori Miller have
been invited to participate. Jill Young, a graduate student in the WMU blind rehabilitation
teaching program, has also been selected
by USABA to represent the U.S.
.
*

*

•

Dr. Theresa A. Powell, Dean of Students, has been chosen to serve as a Consultant
Evaluator for the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools.
•
*
*
Twelve WMU faculty members have joined forces to wage their own war on AIDS. The
team of specialists is donating its time to teach the upper-level course, "AIDS -- Natural History of
an Epidemic." Now about to enter its third year in WMU's College of Health and Human
Services, the three-hour class takes a multidisciplinary approach to develop student awareness
about the devastating impact AIDS has had on many aspects of society.
"The class is not simply an AIDS awareness or consciousness raising course," says Dr.
Ellen K. Page-Robin, Professor of Community Health Services and Sociology and coordinator of
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the course. "It covers a very broad spectrum and has a high substantive content. Not only do we
look at the physical, biological and medical aspects of this very complicated situation, but the
social, psychological, economic and ethical aspects are also included."
•
•
•
An expert from the Soviet Union on the Middle East was the 1990-91 Sam Clark Lecturer
last month. Speaking was Dr. Vyacheslav Belokrinitsky, head of the Near and Middle East
Department of the Institute of Oriental Studies in Moscow; he made two presentations.
The lecture series is named for Dr. Samuel I. Clark, founding director of WMU's Lee
Honors College. Clark was a faculty member at WMU from 1948 until his retirement in 1986.
•
•
•
Visitors to Battle Creek's Kingman Museum of Natural History can now learn about
Michigan's groundwater resources in a special exhibit constructed by WMU experts in
cooperation with museum personnel. The exhibit opened November 11 with a special
presentation by its principal designer, Dr. Richard N. Passero, WMU Professor of Geology and
coordinator of the Groundwater Education in Michigan (GEM) Regional Center that is located
here on campus. The exhibit will remain on display through January 13.
The interactive display allows museum visitors to participate in learning activities through
the use of hands--on demonstrations, quiz games, word puzzles and working simulation models
of groundwater concepts. Also included are cartoon-type posters, color maps, photos,
educational videos and computer-generated groundwater graphics.
•

•

*

Fifty-three faculty and staff members who have completed 25 years of service at Western
Michigan University were inducted into the 25 Year Club December 3.
For the third consecutive year, it was the largest group to be inducted since the club was
founded in 1982 with 98 charter members. The club, which now has 198 active and 127 retired
members, recognizes those employees who have 25 or more years of continuous service to the
University.
•

•

Robotics International of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers (RI/SME) has
announced its Fifth Annual Student Robotics/Automation Contest will be hosted by Western
Michigan University on Sunday, April 28, 1991.
The largest of such competitions held in North America, this event is expected to draw
over 30 schools from throughout the USA and Canada. Junior and senior high schools,
community colleges, and universities all compete in this nationally recognized contest.
•

•

*

*

Eric Hansen, a senior in mechanical engineering from Grand Rapids, has been awarded
a $1,000 scholarship by the International Gas Turbine Institute. He was selected on the basis of
his grade point average, participation in the student section of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers, a presentation to the ASME student section, and the recommendation of
the groups's faculty advisor and the chair of the Department of Mechanical Engineering.
•

*

*

Brian S. Lacombe of Marne and Jacquelyn E. West of Detroit have been chosen to
receive the first Jane L. Ulmer Memorial Scholarships here at Western. Lacombe is a graphic
arts education major, and West is studying printing management. Each student has been given
a $1,000 scholarship and a plaque. A plague listing recipients of the scholarships also will hang
in Welborn Printing Management Research Center.
The wife of WMU associate professor of printing James Ulmer, Jane Ulmer died in
October.
•

•

*

Two June graduates of Western Michigan University have been named winners of the first
Young Design Engineers' Paper Competition, sponsored by the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers. Kevin Kamphuis and John Ward presented their work November 29 at
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the winter annual meeting of ASME in Dallas, Texas. They will also share a $500 award.
��
Kamphuis is now working for Ford Motor Company. Ward is pursuing a master's degree in
mechanical engineering at Western.
Their paper, "Feasibility Study of a Rolling Coefficient of Friction Test Machine," was
developed from work they did for their senior engineering design project. The machine they
have designed can be used in basic research into internal friction loss in materials. Advisors for
their senior project were Dr. Meshulam Groper and Dr. Jerry Hemmye, both from the Department
of Mechanical Engineering.
*
*
*
Bronco freshman defenseman Brent Brekke of Jamestown, North Dakota has been
officially named a member of the U.S. National Junior team. The national squad will compete at
the IIHF World Junior Championship in Saskatchewan, Canada, on December 26 - January 4.
The eight-nation, round-robin tournament features the world's finest 19-and-under players.
*
*
*
Bronco hockey senior center Mike Eastwood of Ottawa, Ontario, has been selected to the
Canadian University National team, which will compete at the U.S. Cup Tournament in Albany,
New York, on December 27-30. The tournament will include four teams made up of 18-25 year
old (university-aged) players from Canada, Sweden, the Soviet Union and the United States. It
features a round-robin format with four games in four nights for each squad.
*
*
*
Bronco senior football linebacker Sean Mulhearn of Hesperia is the 1990 Mid-American
Conference "defensive player of the year." The balloting was conducted by the MAC News
Media Association. Sophomore quarterback Brad Tayles of Windsor, Ontario, finished third for
"offensive player of the year" honors.
Mulhearn led the MAC in tackles with 178 and finished second on WMU's career list
•
behind Miami Dolphins' Pro Bowler John Offerdahl with 435. He is currently enrolled in WMU's�
master's of business administration program after compiling a 3.43 undergraduate academic
· average in accounting. He's been named to three All-MAC Academic teams and was also
chosen on the 1990 GTE-All Region IV squad.
*

*

•

Bronco volleyball captain Julie Young, a junior from Halifax, Nova Scotia, has been
selected as a member of the GTE Academic All-District IV first team. She is one of two Mid
American Conference players on the first team.
*
•
*
Western Michigan University's Residence Hall Association recently was named the 19891990 Regional School of the Year by the great Lakes Affiliate of College and University
Residence Halls (GLACURH). This designation was one of three awards received by the group
at the region's annual conference October 25-27 at the University of Wisconsin at Lacrosse.
The School of the Year Award is the highest honor bestowed to any school. This marks
the fourth year that WMU's AHA, the 60-member student governing body for the residence halls,
has received the honor since the group was formed in 1980-81. WMU also earned the award in
1981, 1986 and 1988. There are 43 colleges and universities in the GLACURH from Michigan,
Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Ontario, Canada. Criteria for selection included: effectiveness in
the residence hall system at the university; quality of programming for residence hall students;
involvement in on-campus issues, including cooperation with other organizations; and
contributions to the state, regional and national residence hall associations.
Two delegates from WMU also received honors at the conference. Michelle Leak, a
senior from Edmore who is the national communication coordinator for the WMU AHA, was
named regional communication coordinator for the Michigan and Ontario areas. Fred Harvey,
director of WMU's Bigelow Hall and former AHA adviser, received a distinguished alumnus
award.
*
*
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Molly K. Cole, a 1984 Western Michigan University graduate, has been appointed to the
newly-created position of program coordinator for WMU's Environmental Studies Center. She
will be responsible for organizing and providing internship and career information for students,
as well as coordinating cooperative outreach efforts with area public schools on environmental
topics. She also will work with area environmental organizations, such as the Kalamazoo
Nature Center.

•

•

•

The Kalamazoo Lioness Club recently presented Western Michigan University's
Department of Blind Rehabilitation with a check for $1,050 for scholarships for Kalamazoo area
students who are studying blind rehabilitation.
The presentation was made to Blind Rehabilitation Chair William Wiener by Lioness
president Doris Giddings and former president Shirley Marvin. The scholarship fund was
established by former Lioness president Evelyn Ziegler and represents contributions of $350
each year for the past three years.
•
•
•
The University's Minority Theatre Program presented James Baldwin's The Amen Corner,
December 5 - 9 in the Laura V. Shaw Theatre. Dr. Von Washington, director, and the cast
included Western's Gospel Choir, Kim Chandler, director. It received rave reviews.
•
•
•
College students main motivation for becoming involved in volunteer community service
was their general concern for the community, according to a recent student survey. Michigan
Campus Compact conducted a student survey of its ten member colleges and universities,
including WMU.
A majority, 97.6%, of student respondents believed that students can make an impact on
society. The main reasons noted for volunteering was to contribute to a community's well-being,
to help deliver a particular community service and to contribute a solution to a social problem.
Though of lesser importance, the students also noted that satisfying a personal need, exploring
a career interest, or gaining experience were also reasons for involvement.
•

•

*

Many of our student organizations recently have received public recognition and thanks
for their many charitable activities in our community. They include:
The Circle of Friends, Draper/Siedschlag and Eicher/LeFevre Halls, plus many individual
students who volunteered to assist the Kalamazoo Jaycees and the Portage Parks Department
with their Haunted Forest.
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity collected 2,600 pounds of canned goods for Kalamazoo area
residents in its first Thanksgiving food drive.
Members of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity recently were recognized for their special volunteer
efforts for the past two years to assist the Portage Ambucs with their fund-raising activities.
•

•

*

Many Bronco alumni, fans, family Members, friends and former teammates were present
in Read Fieldhouse December 1 to pay tribute to the late Harold Gensichen. He earned All
American basketball honors in 1947 and was a charter member of the Bronco Athletic Hall of
Fame. A memorial fund honoring him has been established at the University.
•

•

*

Four local teenagers were honored for their academic, athletic, scientific and community
service accomplishments recently at Omega Psi Phi fraternity's biennial achievement awards
banquet. They are: Calvin Harley, Ryan Williams, Lamar Rodricus and William E. Sutton.
WMU's Vernon Payne was the featured speaker at the banquet.
•
•
•
WMU's Corporate Olympics team recently was honored with the Community Spirit Award
for Division VI of the annual competition.
*
•
•

